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What You Need to Know About Cancer and 
End-of-Life in Michigan… 
• Over the next three decades, Michigan’s  

population aged 65+ is expected to increase  
by approximately 60%. 

 

• Therefore, we can expect to see more cancer  
cases, as cancer is a disease that tends to  
strike older people. 

 

• About 40% of persons with cancer do not  
survive 5 years after the original diagnosis. 

 

• In 2004, 23% of deaths in Michigan were due 
to cancer. 

 

• The need will only increase to prevent and  
reduce avoidable suffering at the end-of-life. 

Actual and Projected Percentage of Population for Age Groups 65+,
Michigan and United States, 1990 to 2050
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What You Need to Know About Pain and 
Symptom Control… 
 

• Experts maintain that pain and 
symptoms can be controlled in at least 
95% of cases. 

 
• Caregivers and hospice contacts, 

however, report that 45% of cancer 
patients at the end-of-life have severe 
pain. 

 
• In 2006, only 15 counties in Michigan 

had palliative care programs. 
 
 
 
 

 

Location of Palliative Care Programs, 2006 

What You Need to Know About Hospice… 
• The goals of hospice are to: 

o Prevent needless suffering 
o Provide good quality of life 
o Help people cope and prepare for death 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Time Trend in Total Number of Hospice Patients, 1994-2003, 
Michigan Hospice and Palliative Care Organization 
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Reasons Why Hospice Was Not Chosen For End of Life Care, 
Cancer Patients Only, MI 2004 
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Other reasons

Worried about addiction to pain
medication

Belief that Hospice hastens death

Did not know about hospice care

Insurance w ould not cover expenses

Had enough family care

Not ready for Hospice 

Personal doctor would not refer to
hospice

Person died before entering Hospice

Percentage
January 2007


