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Gretchen Tenbusch, R.N., M.S.A., Health Officer

Russell L. Bush, M.D., M.P.H., Medical Director

10-01-08

Dear Volunteer,







We are pleased that you offered to volunteer in our Breast & Cervical Cancer Control Program (BCCCP). We are not going to request a large amount of time from you because we all have very busy lives. Most of our referrals come to us by word-of-mouth and by having our flyers out in the communities we serve. We have enclosed flyers for you to put out when you are running errands. This way, you are not making special trips or utilizing extra time. The best places for the flyers with tear off numbers are on bulletin boards in grocery stores and in public restrooms. Please utilize the regular flyers to hand out to neighbors, friends and relatives. Outreach is an ongoing project; so if you should need additional flyers at anytime, please contact us at 989-269-9721 ext 165 or 1-877-269-0822. 

Since 1991, we have provided women in your community with free breast and cervical cancer screening, which include annual pap smears, clinical breast exams and mammograms. We serve as the lead agency for clinics in Bad Axe, Bay City, Brown City, Caro, Cass City, Deckerville, Essexville, Kingston, Marysville, Mayville, Port Huron, Saginaw and Sandusky. We screen approximately 1600 women per year. As of November 2007 we have detected approximately 146 women with breast cancer and 249 women with cervical cancer. Throughout the state, 124,002 women have been screened. Assistance has also been given to clients for referrals regarding problems that were found other than cancer, as well as financial resources in their area.

According to our 2002 census report, 27,280 women in our service area potentially qualify for our free services. Only 4.3% are currently utilizing it. All indicators show it is because they are unaware that the services are available. Many do not seek screening services until after symptoms develop and the cancer has become invasive and significantly less curable. Most of the women lack insurance or have limited financial resources.  Please help us to prevent any undetected cancer and help to inform the women of your community. One life lost is one too many especially when this free program is available. Thank you again for volunteering; this is one action that could save a life!

Remember…. October is Breast Cancer awareness month and January is Cervical Cancer awareness month. 
Sincerely,

Mary Thrushman

BCCCP - Program Lead 

